Regulations Applying to the Conferment of the President’s Award
Introduction 
The President’s Award is an award conferred by the President of the State of Israel on individuals who have made an outstanding contribution to the State of Israel or to humanity, through their talents, services, or in any other form.

The object of the award is to enable the President of the State to express his appreciation and esteem to deserving individuals, and at the same time, use this award as a means to motivate people to contribute their talents and activities for the well-being of the State of Israel and to improve the world.

The selection process of the award candidates will be supported by an advisory committee working alongside the President that will recommend to the President appropriate nominees for the President’s Award. 

The regulations below serve to provide the guidelines for the conferment of the President’s Award.

Eligibility for the President’s Award 

1.A. The President’s Award will be conferred on a candidate who meets at least one of the following criteria:

(a) The candidate has made an outstanding contribution to the State of Israel, or to improving the world, or has made a mark on society in an area relating to his/her activities or achievements.

(b) The candidate has enhanced the prestige of the State of Israel and has made a significant contribution to its image in the world.

(c) The candidate serves as a model and example in entrepreneurship, innovation, creativity and vision. 

B. The contribution can be in the form of a single deed or an ongoing activity.    

2.   The recipient of the President’s Award will be decided by the President, after reviewing the recommendation of the advisory committee.
3.   Any person or organization is entitled to receiving the President’s Award.

4.   It will be possible to confer the President’s Award also on individuals who have passed away, if they died after their nomination was submitted, and prior to their selection by the President of the State. 

Nomination for the Conferment of the President’s Award 

5.   Every citizen of the State of Israel and every organization operating in Israel are entitled to submit their candidacy or nominate others for the President’s Award.

6.   Nominations for the President’s Award must be supported by a detailed explanation and accompanied by documents corroborating the reasons for the application. 

7.   The application for nomination for the President’s Award is to be made according to the form attached to Appendix A of these regulations.

8.   The application for nomination for the President’s Award must be accompanied by at least four recommendations supporting it.
9.   The President of Israel and the members of the advisory committee will be entitled to recommend candidates for the President’s Award. Nominations for candidates submitted according to this clause will be subject to all the provisions of these regulations, including the provisions in clause 2 of these regulations, but with the exclusion of the provisions in clauses 6 – 8 of these regulations.

10.  A notice regarding the submission of candidacy for receipt of the President’s Award (hereunder: “The Notice”) will be published in Israel, at least once a year, in two daily newspapers – one newspaper published in Hebrew and another newspaper published in Arabic, and will appear on a permanent basis in the Internet website of the Office of President of Israel. 

11.  The notice will include details on contact procedures, and access to the regulations and application forms for submission of nominations for receipt of the President’s Award.

Nomination of the Advisory Committee
12.  The President of Israel will appoint the members of the Advisory Committee and the Chairman of the Advisory Committee.

13.  The Advisory Committee will be composed of public personalities, of which one of them will act as chairman of the Advisory Committee. The number of members of the Advisory Committee will not be less than five, or more than nine, and will be an uneven number.

14.  Each member of the Advisory Committee will serve on the committee for a two-year period, unless the President decides to shorten it. The President has the right to prolong the tenure of each one of the members of the Advisory Committee for an additional term.

15.  In any event, the term of service of all the members of the Advisory Committee will end at the close of the tenure of the President who appointed them.

How the Advisory Committee Operates

16.  The Advisory Committee will recommend the conferment of the President’s Award on nominees who meet at least one of the criteria stipulated in clause 1 of these regulations.
17.  In its recommendation to confer the President’s Award, the Advisory Committee will consider, among others, the extent of the contribution of the nominees within their area of activities and/or their achievements; the extent of the impact of the contribution of the nominees on the State of Israel and/or humanity; the extent of the initiative, originality, innovation and vision of the activity and/or achievements of the nominees.

18.  When reviewing the nominations, the Advisory Committee is entitled to approach the candidates for additional details, documents to corroborate the reasons for the application, seek expert opinions and recommendations, among others. Moreover, the Advisory Committee will be entitled to invite the candidates for a personal interview. In addition, the Advisory Committee will be entitled to consult with expert advisors.

19.  Resolutions of the Advisory Committee will be made unanimously, as far as possible.

20.  The reasons for the recommendations of the Advisory Committee for the conferment of the President’s Award will be outlined and submitted to the President.  Anyone with a minority opinion among the members of the committee will be entitled to attach their reservations for the reasons of the Advisory Committee’s resolution.
21.  The Advisory Committee will be entitled to decide for itself the internal working procedures that will help it discharge its task, beyond the stipulations of these regulations, on condition that these procedures are not in contravention of these regulations.

22.  The Director General of the Office of the President will appoint a staff member of the President’s bureau as the person in charge of the President’s Award project, and who will also serve as coordinator of the Advisory Committee.

23.  The person in charge of the President’s Award project in the Office of the President will participate in every meeting of the Advisory Committee, but will not have the right to vote.  
24.  A preparatory committee, composed of the person in charge of the President’s Award project in the Office of the President and a representative of the Legal Department of the Office of the President, who will be appointed by the Director General of the Office of the President, will examine all the applications for submission of nominations for the conferment of the President’s Award, prior to their being transmitted to the Advisory Committee.

Miscellaneous
25.  The President’s Award will be conferred by the President of Israel from time to time, at a ceremony that will take place at the President’s Residence. In special cases, if the need arises to hold the award-giving ceremony elsewhere, the President will be entitled to do so.

26.  The person in charge of the President’s Award project at the President’s Residence will be responsible for informing the recipient of the award about the decision of the President of Israel.

27.  Until formal notification of the decision of the President of Israel, everyone concerned, including the recipient of the President’s Award, the members of the Advisory Committee and the Office of the President’s staff, must keep the decision confidential.

28.  These regulations will appear on a permanent basis on the Internet website of the Office of the President.           
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